REMARKS 

This application has been reviewed in light of the Office Action dated 
March 29, 2006. Claims 1-7, 9-1 1, and 13-18 are presented for examination. Claims 8 and 
12 have been cancelled, without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject matter presented 
therein. Claims 1-7, 9-1 1, and 13-17 have been amended to define more clearly what 
Applicants regard as their invention. New Claim 18 has been added to provide Applicants 
with a more complete scope of protection. Claims 1, 3, 6, 10, 1 1, 14, 16, 17 and 18 are in 
independent form. Favorable reconsideration is requested. 

The Office Action rejected Claims 1-17 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite. Without conceding the propriety of this rejection, 
cancellation of Claims 8 and 12 renders their rejection moot, and the other rejected claims 
have been amended as deemed necessary to overcome the Section 1 12 rejection. 
Accordingly, withdrawal of that rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claims 6, 7, 1 1, 15 and 17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0028285 (Banno et al.) in 
combination with U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0015800 Al (Miyamoto et 
al.). 

As amended, Claim 6 recites a method for manufacturing an electron 
emitting device provided with an electroconductive thin film having an electron emitting 
region. The method comprises steps of applying onto a surface of a substrate a mixture of 
two or more silane coupling agents having different hydrolysis groups, wherein one of the 
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two or more silane coupling agents is a silane coupling agent which contains two or more 
acetoxv groups in a molecule . Thereafter, a next step includes dispensing liquid containing 
material for forming the electroconductive thin film onto the surface of the substrate. 

Independent Claim 1 1, as amended, recites a method for manufacturing an 
electron emitting device provided with an electroconductive thin film having an electron 
emitting region. The method comprises the steps of forming on a substrate a pair of 
electrodes having a gap between the electrodes, and applying a mixture of two or more 
silane coupling agents onto a surface of the substrate with the pair of electrodes being 
formed thereon and onto the pair of electrodes. The mixture of two or more silane 
coupling agents have different hydrolysis groups, wherein one of the two or more silane 
coupling agents is a silane coupling agent which contains two or more acetoxv groups in a 
molecule . Thereafter, a next step includes applying a liquid droplet containing material for 
forming an electroconductive thin film into the gap on the surface of the substrate and onto 
the pair of electrodes. 

Independent Claim 17, as amended, recites a method for manufacturing an 
image display apparatus. The method comprises the steps of applying onto a surface of a 
substrate a mixture of two or more silane coupling agents having different hydrolysis 
groups, wherein one of the two or more silane coupling agents contains an acetoxv group in 
a molecule and another contains an ethoxv group in a molecule . Thereafter, a next step 
includes dispensing liquid containing material for forming the electroconductive thin film 
onto the surface of the substrate by an ink jet method. 
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Section 6 of the Office Action concedes that "The prior art of record fails to 
teach or fairly suggest forming an electron emitting device . . . whereby the substrate 
having two electrodes spaced apart is hydrophobically treated with a silane coupling agent 
having an acetoxy group." Claims 6, 1 1, and 17 recite features along these lines relating to 
a silane coupling agent having an acetoxy group, as indicated by the underlined text 
emphasized above. It is respectfully submitted that nothing in Banno et al. and Miyamoto 
et al. would teach or suggest those features, and that Claims 6, 1 1, and 17 therefore are 
clearly patentable over those references, whether considered separately or in combination. 

Added Claim 1 8 recites features along the lines of those from Claims 6, 1 1, 
and 17 emphasized above, and also is believed to be clearly patentable over Banno et al. 
and Miyamoto et al. for the same reasons. 

A review of the other art of record has failed to reveal anything which, in 
Applicants 1 opinion, would remedy the deficiencies of the art discussed above, as 
references against the independent claims herein. Those claims are therefore believed 
patentable over the art of record. 

The other claims in this application are each dependent from one or another 
of the independent claims discussed above and are therefore believed patentable for the 
same reasons. Since each dependent claim is also deemed to define an additional aspect of 
the invention, however, the individual reconsideration of the patentability of each on its 
own merits is respectfully requested. 
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In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, Applicants respectfully 
request favorable reconsideration and early passage to issue of the present application. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our New York office by 
telephone at (212) 218-2100. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
below listed address. 




FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 
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